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Best wishes for the new Commander of the Army,
LtGenRMDRaimyakeWWVRWPRSPUSPn@psc

by Colonel of the Regiment
Sri Lanka Light Inf:

Sri Lanka Light Infantry, being the
pioneer regiment of the St Lanka Army has
already completed 132 vears of dedicated
service to the nation. The Regiment too, has
produced many charismatic and brilliant set
of military leaders through the annals of
our regimental history which 1s very 4
unique and full of traditions and
customs.

Today we are proud to |}
mention that regiment is bestowed
with honour yet again by the HE the |
president Mr Mahinda Rajapakse
by appointing a Sri Lanka Light
Infantry Senior Officer as the 20th
Commander of the Sni Lanka Army
and the sixth Commander produced
from the St Lanka Light Infantry
Regement.

Lt Gen Ratnayake is a true leader and a loyal
military officer who has served the nation with a lot of
dedication, commitment and courage. Experience he
gained through his illustrious career of over 33 years
especially in the war against separatist UTTE in the
battle field; canmot be simply matched with that of any
other officer today in the Sri Lanka Army. His broader
knowledge on military, international and diplomatic
affairs and as well the love and affection towards the
motherland is well recognized and commended by many.

Lt Gen Ratnayake is a graduate of National
Defence University China, DefenceServices Command
and Staftf College in Bangladesh, United States Army
Intelligence School too, and he has obtained number of
diplomas and other academic qualifications overscas
and locally and at present he is reading for PhD.

Lt Gen Ratnayake is an excellent sportsman
since his school time. He represented Maliyadeva
College Kurunegala in many sports. Especially, he
excelled in Athletics and Rugby and won college colors
for both Athletics and Rugby. In 1985, for his excellent
contribution as a member of Army Rugby team he
was awarded with Army colors for rugby. He not only
proved that he is an excellent sportsman, but also an
excellent sports administrator, since 2003 to date, he is
the serving chairman of the Defence Services Athletic

W WY W W W @§§p W

anda]lmembersofthe

Committee, Chairman Army Athletic Committee since
2010, Deputy Chairman Army Athletic Committee
in 2005, Council Member of St Lanka Football
Federation and also served as the president of St
Lanka Athletic Association in 2012.

The service he rendered to uplift the physical
standard of the Regiment and the mental state of the
members of the St Lanka Light Infantry Regiment, is
noteworthy.

Finally let me summaries his achievements
with a quote from Leonardo Da Vinci.

“It had long since come to my attention that
people of accomplishment rarely sat back and let
things happen to them. They went out and happened to
things™.

Let me congratulate for the new appointment
of Lt Gen RMD Ratnayake WWV RWP RSP ndu
psc on behalf of all members of the Sri Lanka Light
Infantry Regiment.

May the Noble Triple Gem showers upon him
and his family in all his future endeavours!

KADA Kanunasekara RSP USP psc
Major General

Colonel of The Regiment

Sri Lanka Light Infantry
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Lt Gen RMD Ratmayalke WWW RWE RSP USP ndu pse
Sri Lanka Light Infantry’s 6® Army Commander

B

Ihave been invited to send a message on the

assumption of Command of the Sri Lanka Army by Lt

Gen RMD Ratnayake, may be because I happen to be the
most senior SLLI Officer living in Sri Lanka.

Atthe outset | wish to state that Ihad the privilege

of serving under the first four Army Commanders
produced by the CLI when they commanded 1CLI,
namely the late Maj Gen AM Muttukumaru
OBE ED, the late Maj Gen HWG

Wijeyekoon OBE ED, the latc Maj Gen |

for remembering me and making me feel elated

amongst an elite crowd of Regimental Major

'] Generals and Brigadiers at the felicitation

§ Dinner with me being seated closest to the
ead Table".

1 was invited by the Lt Gen
Daya Ratnayake to Cocktails on
8th August 2013 to celebrate his
promotion to the rank of Lt General
| and appointment as Commander of

Deshamanya AR Udugama MBE, and " the Army.
the late Maj Gen BR Heyn. My son who is
The fifth Army Commander CLI than myself who was holidaying

Gen SHS Kottegoda WWV RWP
RSP VSV USP ndc, presently
Ambassador to Thailand was
one of my subalterns when I |
was Commanding Officer 1CLL
Although Lt Gen Ratnayake was
commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant in 1981 I first met
him in my work place in the /
Private Sector just after my
retirement in 1984.

I distinctly rememberhe |
introduced himself, and needless {8
to say I was very impressed with!
his keenness in wanting to know{
all about the CLI from a Veteran |
of the CLI. We had a long chat
and thercafter he used to meet me
more often.

Since then I have been following his career
very closely. I have read the article which appeared in
the Daily news on 1st August 2013, the day he assumed
Command of the Sri Lanka Army; I fully endorsed its
contents and in particular, I quote "his patience and
steady rise to the office of Commander after serving the
Army for more than 33 years is largely attributable to a
combination of many factors like leadership, discipline,
intellectual skills, principled stand and more distinctively
due to the respect and admiration he has for his peers".

A case in point is his steadfast loyalty to his first
Commanding Officer Lt Col Tony Rajudin who has this
to say "Truly, the 9th of August, 2013 will be the most
important day in my civilian life when I was remembered
and honoured by one of my subalterns who is now the
Commander of the Sri Lanka Army, Saying so, may I
take this opportunity to thank General Daya Ratnayake

in Sri Lanka at the time with his wife and
daughter was very keen to meet the new
Army Commander. Without so much as a
Telephone call to the General or his ADC
I took them along with me to the Officers’
Mess Regimental Headquarters SLEME.
He was delighted to meet them, and in fact
came along with the Secretary Defence
Gothabaya Rajapakse to where we were
seated and spent some time with us, This
shows the caliber of the person, a lesson in
humility, thoughtfulness, and kindness,

Daya Ratnayake had more or

less to fight his way to uphold his principled

stand on certain official matters with a

belligerent former Army Commander who

harassed him, These were only pin pricks as far as

Daya Ratnayake was concerned. What the issue was I

cannot now remember, but to what level the former Army

Commander has fallen in now history. He has taken to

politics in a big way, and is new head of a Party whose
membership could easily fill a Bajaj Three Wheeler.

Gen Daya Ratnayake is a visionary who sees
things that others cannot see. Take for instance the
Memorial he built for our fallen War Heroes which
is now nearing completion. It is something out of the
ordinary. He has also been on active supporter of the CLI
Association, of which I was its Chairman for just over
10 years. He is fully aware that he will also be an Ex-
serviceman one day which some people fail to see. I now
wish to conclude this rather long message in the hope that
I have done justice to a true and loyal son of the Sri Lanka
Infantry.

Maj Gen HV Athukorale VSV psc FBIM (Retd)
9 Sept 2013
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Great Commandegggoduoed by the Sri Lanh
Major General AM Muttukumaru OBE ED

Born 6 July 1908 Ceylon \ilh
Died 2001 Australia
Years of service 1934 - 1959
Rank Major General - 6" f
Unit Ceylon Light Infantry -
Commands held Commander of the Ceylon Army (1955- 1959) \ ek I -
Chief of Staif of the Ceylon Army -
Battles/wars World War II / of
Awards Order of the British Empire (OBE) \
(Military Division), Efficiency Decoration,(ED)
War Medal 1939-1945,Ceylon Armed Services Long Service Medal
Other work High Commissioner to Australia, 3 /
Pakistan and Ambassador to Egypt an s

Born to Dr. Philip Marien Muttukumarn and would go on to command the CLI Guard at the Sounth
Mary Mount Carmel Alles, he and his siblings were East Asia Command headquarters in Kandy. On 1
brought up by their mother after the early death of their November 1943 he was promoted Lieutenant Colonel
father. Educated at home by an English governess and and appointed Commanding Officer, 2nd Battalion
then at St. Joseph's College, Colombo, he then entered CLI in which appointment he continued to serve until
University College, Colombo and in 1928, he left for the general demobilization which took place after the
Jesus College, Oxford to read Philosophy, Politics and War.In 1996, the General Sir John Kotelawela Defence
Economics. After completing his degree, he read for the Academy awarded an "Honourable Doctor of Letters' to
Bar and was called by Gray's Inn to become a Barrister. him for his contributions to the buildup of the Army and
After returning to Ceylon, he took his oaths as an for being the first to publish a short history of the Army.
Advoeate of the Supreme Court of Ceylon. The Military History of Ceylon An Outline ISBN 81-

In 1939 he was mobilized with the rest of the 7013-046-8. Muttukumaru died in Australia in 2001 at
CDF at the outset of World War IL. During this time, he the age of 93.

Major General HWG Wijeyekoon OBE ED

Born 25 June 1911
Died April 1969 (aged 57)
Allegiance Ceylon
Service/branch  Ceylon Defence Force
Ceylon Army
Rank Major General
Unit Ceylon Light Infantry
Commands held Commander of the Ceylon Army
(01st Jan. 1960 - 31st Dec. 1963) W -
Battles/wars World War II -
Awards Order of the British Empire (OBE) (Military Division), ; #’—-u .
Efficiency Decoration,(ED) g& : j P
Other work High Commissioner to Pakistan, Ambassador to Italy - -

He was the eldest son of Sir Gerard Wijeyekoon, to serve as Secretary to the Chief Whip in the House of
former President of the Senate of Ceylon and Lady Representatives,
Wijeyekoon. Educated at St Joseph's College, Colombo With the formation of the Ceylon Army in 1949,
and University of Oxford gaining a BA. Later he Lt Col. Wijeyekoon joined the regular army in 1950,
became an advocate of the Supreme Court of Ceylon He became the commanding officer of the 1st Battalion,
and became a Land Settlement Officer. Ceylon Light Infantry and he was the first commanding

He was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant officer of the regiment. During this time he started the
in the Ceylon Light Infantry in 1935. With the break tradition of toasting the motherland or the queen with
of World War II and the mobilization of the Ceylon arrack. In January 1954 he took up the post of Chief of
Defence Force. He was posted to the 3 Battalion, Staff of the Ceylon Army. and was appointed as the first
Ceylon Light Infantry and underwent tactical training Commandant of the Ceylon Volunteer Force from 1956
in India. At the end of the war he was demobilized in to 1959. During his service he introduced Simhalese for
1946. parade ground commands and formed the Army Hewisi

Following Ceylon's independence in 1948 Prime Band of oriental music. He was the second Ceylonese
Minister, D.S. Senanayake selected Lt. Col. Wijeyekoon Commander of the Ceylon Army from 1960 to 1963.
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Major General AR Udugama MBE

Born Matale

Died 1995

Military service Allegiance Sri Lanka

Service/branch  Ceylon Defence Force Ceylon Army

Years of service 1940-1966

Rank Major General

Unit Ceylon Light Infantry, Ceylon Sinha Regiment
Commands Commander of the Ceylon Army (1964-1966)
Battles/wars World War IT

Awards MBE, Burma Star, Defence Medal,

War Medal 1939-1945

He was born on 11 November 1911 in
Matale to a rich family, who claimed to be linked
to the Uva Rebellion. Educated at Trinity College,
Kandy and won the The Trinity Lion.

With the out break of World War II,
he joined the Ceylon Defence Force and was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
Ceylon Light Infantry in 1940. Thereafter he
was posted to the 1st, 3rd and 4th Battalions of
the Ceylon Light Infantry and undertook several
infantry courses in Ceylon and India. In November
1943, he was transferred to the British 14¢thh Army
operating in Burma Campaign. During this time
he served with the 7/2nd Punjab Regiment in the

Major General BR Heyn

Born October 1, 1912

Died February 3, 1998

Allegiance Sri Lanka

Service/branch  Ceylon Defence Force Ceylon Army

Years of service 1940 -1967

Rank Major General

Unit Ceylon Light Infantry

Commangds held Commander of the Sri Lankan Army (1966-1967)
Chief of Staff of the Sri Lankan Army

Battles/wars World War IT

Awards War Medal 1939 -1945

Other work President of the Board of Control for Cricket in Sri Lanka ,‘ '/

He was educated at Royal College, Colombo
and played for the cricket team at Royal College,
debuting in 1930 and played in the Royal-Thomian.
He played for the Ceylon cricket team and his most
famous feat was getting Sir Donald Bradman out
on his last appearance in Colombo, in an unofficial
Test match between Australia and All-Ceylon on
27 March 1948. Bradman was able to score only
20 runs before being caught out by R.L. de Kretser
off Heyn's bowling. Heyn also played hockey. He
graduated from the Staff College, Camberley and
the Imperial Defence College.

He joined the Ceylon Defence Force and
was commissioned as a Second Licutenant in
the Ceylon Light Infantry before World War II.
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Arakan area, on the eastern side of Mayu Range.
At this point he was captured Japanese and held in
a POW camp until the end of the war in 1945. For
his war service he was awarded the Burma Star,
the Defence Medal and the War Medal 1939-1945.
After the war, he was demobilized and became a
planter. However he joined the new Ceylon Army
when it was established in 1949 as a regular officer
with the rank of Major.

The government of Sri Lanka bestowed
the title of Deshamanya and on his death in 1995
a State funeral was granted with full Military
honours.

(AT

o i

When the Ceylon Army was formed in 1949 he was
commissioned as a Major in the regular force. In
the early 1950s he took command of the Ceylon
Light Infantry with as a Lieutenant Colonel.

For wartime service, he had earned the War
Medal 1939 —1945, and for service in the Ceylon
Army, he received the Ceylon Armed Services
Long Service Medal, the Queen Elizabeth II
Coronation Medal and the Ceylon Armed Services
Inauguration Medal.

In his later years he managed the Sri Lanka
cricket team and served as the head of the Cricket
Board, as well as on the Sri Lanka Olympic
Council
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Born November 6, 1949
Kottegoda, Southern
Province

Service/branch Sri Lanka Army

Years of service 1970 - 2005

Rank General

Unit Sri Lanka Light Infantry

Commands held Commander of the Army
(1 July 2004 - 5 December 2005)

Battles/wars 1971 JVP Insurrection
198789 JVP Insurrection
Sri Lankan Civil War

Awards WWY, RWP, RSP, USP, PBP,
VOM, (partial list)

Other work Sri Lankan Ambassador to
Brazil and Ambassador to
Thailand

General Shantha Kottegoda, WWV, RWP,
RSP, VSV, USP was a Sri Lankan Army officer and
the Seventeenth Commander of the Sri Lankan
Army from 1 July 2004 — 5 December 2005. He
was the former Sri Lankan Ambassador to Brazil
and current Sri Lanka Ambassador to Thailand.

Shantha Kottegoda has served the Sri
Lankan Army for 35 years in throughout the
island. He has been involved in both the 1971
and 198789 JVP Insurrection as well as the
Sri Lankan Civil War, participating in major
operations against the LTTE in the North and
East of the country. Kottegoda has held numerous
positions in the Army, among them he was Colonel
of the Regiment of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry,
General Officer Commanding in Jaffna, General
Officer Commanding 51 Division in Vavuniya. He
has been Director of Training, Director Military
Intelligence and Director General, Training at
Army Headquarters.

Early life Kottegoda was born to S. H. P.
Kottegoda and Sheela Kottegoda on 6 November
1949, in Kottegoda, Matara, in the Southern
Province of Sri Lanka. Kottegoda started his
schooling at St. Aloysius' College, Galle and
then moving to S. Thomas' College, Mount
Lavinia in Grade.He was active in many sports
including cricket, athletics, hockey, rifle shooting,
swimming, water polo and others, in which he
excelled. He had become a cadet and by 1964
was Lance Sergeant of the junior Cadet Platoon,
receiving the junior Cadet Prize for special merit
that year. By 1969 he was promoted to the rank
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of Company Quarter Master Sergeant as well
as being appointed a School Prefect, and Head
Prefect of Buck House. It was this commitment
to sport and discipline that prepared him for his
career in the military.

Kottegoda enlisted into the Sri Lankan
Army in February 1970, upon his completion
of his Officer Cadet training at the Sri Lanka
Military Academy, Diyatalawa, then called the
Army Training Centre. He was commissioned
as a Second Lieutenant in the 1* Battalion of the
Ceylon Light Infantry in June 1971. One of his
reasons to joining the Army was so that he could
continue to play sports. Quoted as saying "Taking
part in sports, I gained confidence, improved my
leadership qualities and I was fit both physically
and mentally. It helped me to take decisions
quickly and promptly.”" He also said the training
he gained from playing sport taught him of fair
play, justice and discipline.

His rise through the military ranks saw that
in 1973 he was promoted to Lieutenant, Captain
1976, Major 1980, Colonel 1991, Brigadier 1993
and Major General in 1998. From 2000 to 2002,
he was the Security Forces Commander in Wanni.
He served as Assistant & Deputy Director of the
Counter Terrorist Division, National Intelligence
Bureau and Commanded the Fourth Battalion
Sri Lanka Light Infantry. In 2003 he was the
Duputy Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army for
two months, October to November. On November
24, 2003 He was appointed Chief of Staff of the
Sri Lanka Army.
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REMINISCENCE OF

LT. GEN. RMD RATNAYAKE WWV RWP RSP USP ndu psc

COMMANDER OF THE SRI LANKA ARMY
WHEN STILL A SECOND LIEUTENANT

As the Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion
Sri Lanka Light Infantry in 1981 when Second Lieutenant
R. M. D. Ratnayake joined the Battalion after receiving
his commission, I am indeed happy and proud that one
of my subalterns have reached the most exalted position
of Commander of the Sri Lanka Army in the rank of
Lieutenant General with effect from 01st of August 2013,
after 32 years of dedicated service to the Army and of
course to our Motherland, Sri Lanka. I am also happy
to learn that Lieutenant General R. M. D. Ratnayake
becomes the 6th Officer from the Light Infantry to
achieve this position of Commander of the Sri Lanka
Army, whilst also being the 20th Commander of the Sri
Lanka Army.

Remembering the past after nearly half a century,
it is indeed a gigantic task to reflect on any significant
event that I could think of with a fading memory at 76
years of age, but as far as my memory could recollect, as a
young subaltern Daya Ratnayake was clearly outstanding
amongst the rest of his colleagues. What struck me most
was his keen initiative, precision of intellect, his ability
in accomplishing whatever tasks assigned to him with
grit and determination, fairness of outlook, incorruptible
character with a strong charming personality. These
qualities which were inherent in him, I consider are the
factors that would have helped him to overcome whatever
obstacles he may have had to face in his path to reach this
exalted position of Commander of the Sri Lanka Army in
the rank of Lieutenant General,

His humble character inherent in him is proved
by the fact that on the morning of the 9th August, 2013,
when he paid his very first visit to the Sri Lanka Light
Infantry Regimental Headquarters at Panagoda on being
appointed as Commander of the Sri Lanka Army, after
he was accorded the Ceremonial Guard of Honour, he
had occasion to remember his first Commanding Officer
and personally telephoned me and inquired about my
health etc., I was so proud and happy over this humble
gesture of the Commander of the Sri Lanka Army
Lieutenant General R. M. D Ratmayake WWV RWP,
RSP, USP,ndu, psc remembering his first Commanding
Officer and in turn I very humbly offered my sincere
congratulations on his appointment as Commander of the
Sri Lanka Army and indicated to him how proud I was
as his First Commanding Officer to know that one of my
subalterns is now commanding the Sri Lanka Army.

After General Ratnayake’s telephone call before
I could even recover from the shocked state that I was
in, T received another call from someone identifying
himself as an Officer from 1SLLI inquiring from me
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the directions to my
place of residence
stating that he has
been tasked to hand
over personally
an invitation to|§
be present at alf
Regimental Dinner
the same evening [
at the Regimental | —

Officers’ Mess at Panagoda to fchmtatc the Commander
of the Army Lt General RMD Ratnayake . It was
subsequently that I found out that General Ratnayake
had himself given directions that I be invited as a Special
Guest for the Felicitation Dinner. Although I had other
engagements that evening due to the day being ‘Eid-ul-
Fitr’ Festival Day, I had to accept the invitation in honour
of one of my subalterns who is now the Commander of
the Sri Lanka Army.

General Ratnayake’s upbringing and conduct
is exemplified by the fact that when he arrived for the
felicitation dinner at the Regimental Officers® Mess that
evening, no sooner than he alighted from his official car at
the Officers’ Mess, he had inquired whether I was present,
and when the reply was in the positive, he walked directly
towards where I was standing and extending a warm
welcome thanked me most sincerely for being present
at such short notice. He even noticed the Regimental Tie
that I was wearing and since it was an earlier issue, he
made sure that I was presented with the new Regimental
Tie together with two pair of Regimental Cuff Links,
which kind gesture I will never forget. His simplicity and
humbleness was further amplified when he himself called
for the official photographer to take a picture of himself
with me during fellowship.

Truly, the 9th of August, 2013 will be the most
important day in my civilian life when I was remembered
and honoured by one of my subalterns who is now the
Commander of the Sri Lanka Army. Saying so may I take
this opportunity to thank General Daya Ratnayake for
remembering me and making me feel elated amongst an
elite crowd of Regimental Major Generals and Brigadiers
at the felicitation Dinner with me being seated closest to
the Head Table.

I finally extend my Congratulations and Best
Wishes to General Daya Ratmayake for every success
in his appointment as the Commander of the Sri Lanka
Army,

Lt Col [Retd) T. M. Rajudin SLLI
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Message from the tonner ueht InIanrty
Commander of the Army

General (Retd) SHS Kottegoda WWY RWD SD VAV USP ndC

It is with much pleasure that I send this
message to the “Special White Hackle” edition
published to felicitate the new Commander of the Sri
Lanka Army, Lt. General R M.D. Ratnayake, WWYV,
RWP, RSP, USP, ndu, psc, who became the 6th CLI
officer to reach the highest position in the Army. A
proud product of Maliyadeva College, Kurunegala,
Lt. Gen. Daya Ratnayake has done proud to his alma
mater by becoming the first ever Commander of
the Army from his College. He assumed office on
1st August 2013 as the 20th Commander of the Sri
Lanka Army.

I came to know Daya from the time he joined
our proud Regiment, the Sri Lanka Light Infantry as
a Second Lieutenant. At that time I was the Officer
Commanding ‘A’ Company of I SLLI and deployed
in Velvettithurai. It is somewhat a difficult task for
me to project the many highlights of his illustrious
career of over 33 years, but I recall that, as a young
officer he proved to be a fine officer with much
enthusiasm to learn and possessed a good sense of
responsibility and commitment to duty. Later, he
turned out to be a disciplined and a professionally
competent officer who was an example to others.

Wherever and whatever capacity he worked,
he had uppermost in his mind, the interest of the
institution he served, in general, and his fellow officers
and subordinates in particular. His uprightness
won him the admiration of his superiors, peers and
subordinates alike. His contribution to upkeep the
traditions of our proud Regiment was immense.
During my tenure as the Colonel of the Regiment,
Daya functioned as the Centre Commandant. He
carried out his responsibilities in conscientious and
exemplary manner and exhibited a high sense of
dedication and loyalty to the Regiment. I have no
doubt that he will continue to fulfil his obligations to
the Regiment in his capacity as the Commander of
the Army.

:\%33 :%‘ %: ;@

B Y Y

A sportsman of repute, he excelled in athletics
and rugby representing the Army. He has alsobeen a
successful sports administrator.

During his illustrious career, Lt. Gen. Daya
Ratnayake has served in nearly all parts of the island
for the preservation of the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of our motherland. He is the proud
recipient of many decorations and gallantry medals.
I am certain his vast experience will stand in good
stead to carry out the challenging responsibilities in
his new appointment.

Finally, as a member of the SLLI family, I am
personally proud and happy to see another officer from
the Regiment at the helm to steer our Army to greater
heights. I have no doubt that Lt. Gen. Ratnayake will
discharge his responsibilities in a manner to bring
honour to our country and to the Army. I wish him
success in all his future endeavours.

General (Retd)
SHS Kottegoda WWV RWP RSP VSV usp ndc
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Thailand
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